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by popular clamor to consent to bring the matter before a
tribunal of arbitration, composed of the principal judges
of the Supreme Federal Court at Leipzig, presided over
for the occasion by the dean and veteran of German sover-
eigns, King Albert of Saxony. The tribunal, after due
deliberation, rendered a decision against the emperor and
Prince Adolph; directing the latter to at once surrender
the regency and the Lippe estates, which are immensely
valuable, yielding an income of eight hundred thousand
dollars, to Count Ernest of Lippe, on the ground that if a
mesalliance such as the one contracted by the count's eight-
eenth-century ancestor were to be considered sufficient to
invalidate his rights to the regency and to the succession to
the throne, as the nearest living male relative of the crazy
reigning prince, half the thrones of Germany would have
to be vacated by their present occupants.
It was pointed out by the arbitrators that if the conten-
tion of Prince Adolph and the kaiser were admitted, the
Grand Duke of Baden would have to abandon his throne;
the branch of the Baden family to which he belonged
being descended from a prince of Baden who contracted a
mesalliance at the close of the last century; that all the
children of the emperor himself would be barred from suc-
cession to the throne of Germany, since the great-grand-
father of the present Empress of Germany was the off-
spring of a terrible mesalliance; while last, but not least,
Prince Adolph himself was descended from a prince of
Lippe who towards the close of the last century, fell in love
with and married the daughter of a mere writ-server, whose
blood flows in the veins of the emperor's brother-in-law.
Emperor William and Prince Adolph bitterly resented
the setback to which they were subjected by this decree of the
King of Saxony; and although they were forced to yield

